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WELCOME TO OUR OPEN HOUSE. YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO VISIT THIS
HOME DESIGNED TO ENRICH GOD'S HUMAN FAMILY -AND TO GIVE HIM PRAISE
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THE CHURCH BUILDING

@ MAIN ENTRANCE

A.

c.

Construction Features - Bedford buff stone 1s used extensively.
The roof is comstructed of steel trusses carried on steel columns.
The foundation and nave floor are on concrete. Terrazzo floors
in Sanctuary, sacristy and aisles. Dimensions are 132' x 44'.
Seats 528. Pews are solid oak.

Exterior Features;

1o The Bell Tower

a. Contains three of finest, nearly perfectly pitched
bells in Belleville.

b. Two of the bells were in the first Church building,
which was built on the southeast corner of this property.

c. These two bells were hung in the old bell tower on
October 12, 1884.

1) They were dedicated in the memory of Mother
Jerome and the school girls who perished in
the convent fire in Belleville earlier that
year on January 5, 1884. That convent was
located near the present St. Peter's Cathedral.

2) The name of Mother Jerome is in raised letters
on the bells.

d, A third bell was hung with the two existing bells
in the present Church in 1928.

2. Inscriptions over main entrance door.

a. Crucifision group - repeated inside on rood beam.

b. St. Luke R. C. Church, 1928.

G "IHS" ~ three letters of the word "Jesus" written
in Greek, IHSOUS .Also repeated inside on front of
the old main altar.

d. Biblical quotation from Ps. 83:5.

St. Luke's - a Landmark

1. It is the only Church in Belleville to be cited by the
St. Clair County Historical Society, in 1979, as "a
landmark house.



©

VESTIBULE

A.

History of St. Luke Parish

1.

Established in 1882 by the Bishop of Diocese of Alton
for the English speaking Catholics of Belleville. Belle-
ville, at that time, was part of the Diocese of Alton.

a. St. Peter's (now Cathedral) was the German
speaking parish.
b. The school was in a basement at the Immaculate

Conception Academy near St. Peter's.

(= 0fficially founded January 21, 1883, St. Luke's
first pastor was Rev., James Gough, a former New
Englander. Note plaque in his memory.

The present Church building was erected 45 years later,
in 1928, under the direction of the then pastor, Rev.
F. A. Kailser, a German born priest. Note his portrait

.and the other pastors who served here.

The inscription over the main entrance reads "St. Luke
R. C. Church". R. C. are initials for "Roman Catholic".

a. Recall that St. Luke's was the first English speaking
Catholic parish in Belleville.

b. The present Church building was built in the English
style rather than the German style of architecture.

c. Since most English churches are not affiliated with
Rome, those that are, are called R. C. (Roman Catholic).

Father Kaiser visited England and did research on "Tudor
Gothic", which is an English version of the Gothic arch-
itectural style of the great churches of France and Germany.
He decided to use the style of Cardinal Woolsey's Chapel in
Hampton Court, England, later confiscated by King Henry VIII.

The prominent Church architect, Imbs, drew the plans.
Ground was broken April 26, 1928; the Church was dedicated
by Bishop Henry Althoff on December 23, 1928.



(:) THE CHURCH AS THE BUILDING OF GOD

MAIN AISLE ~ NAVE

A, Architectural Design of the Church.

1.

2

Basic shape taken from the Roman Basilican form.

Details reflect the "Four Centered Arch" on doorways and
windows; "Cinquefoil” on Communion rail and parts of altars:
and the most frequent '"Mono-foil" which appears in stone on
the exterior, on ends of pews, in stained glass windows, and
on parts of altars. Trefoil symbols inside and out, on
confessionals, stations, communion railing.

Great wood trusses and wood ceiling.

Rood beam - only Church in Diocese with this.

a. Depicting the crucifixion, it attempts to convey
both aspects of the redemption Christ achieved by
His death and resurrection--an emblem of suffering

and of victory.

b. Characteristic of Tudor Gothie Churches in England.

B. The Church Building - A Symbol

1.

The building itself and almost every item within it,
tells something about the people who form the Catholic
Church.

Qw In other words, the éhurch is a symbol of the Church.

b. It reveals the inner nature and meaning of what and
who the Church is.

G It is the idea of the Church expressed in stone and
mortar, wood and metal, window and wall, and all
features of architecture.

d. The entire structure of any buillding rests upon the
strength of its foundation, with each part of the
building supporting, and being supported by, every
other part. With each member considered as a living
stone, the entire community of believers "is built
as an edifice of spirit" resting firmly upon Jesus
Christ.



<::) NORTH SIDE AISLE

A.

Confessionals (also on South Side Aisle)

1. A place for that Sacrament intimately associated with Baptism,
the Sacrament of Penance, commonly called "Confession" or
"Sacrament of Reconciliation'.

2, Contains booths for priest and penitent with option for private
confession or a face-to-face encounter, which 1s more conducive
to any counseling that may prove helpful.

3. The purpose of the Sacrament is to reconcile the sinner to God
and the community, renew the Baptismal commitment, to avoid sin
and live Christ's life, a life that is destined to be completed
in eternal glory.

Stations of the Cross (also on South Side Walls)

1. The story of Christ's journey to his death is found in these
14 crosses (accompanied with artistic representations) called
"Stations of the Cross".

2. The journey along the 14 halting places for meditation on the
Scripture and traditional accounts, passed on for generations,
is a sign that the Church ig a pilgrim upon the earth, and that
individual Christians are called to die with their Lord so as
to rise with Him to glory.

Side Alsle Windows

1. Providing natural lighting, these side windows are all European
made. Lower windows, both sides, show figures from 0l1d Testa-
ment, and others.

2. North side: rear to front: Elias, Moses, Tobias, Job, Esther,
Judith, Isaias, Jeremiah, Ezechiel, Daniel.

View of South Clerestory Windows

1. These, along with the North upper windows, depict the 15 mysteries
of the Rosary and the 16th window depicts Mary appearing to
St. Dominic with the Rosary. The North windows are to be
viewed from the South side.



(:) NORTH SIDE ENTRANCE AREA AND BAPTISTRY

A. ST. JOSEPH SHRINE

1. The statue of St. Joseph is located on what, in former
times, was known as a side altar, which was used on certain
occasions. This old altar, like the one at the south side
of the sanctuary, is made of Italian marble.

B. ST. LUKE SHRINE

1 In memory of the patron saint of our parish, the statue of
St. Luke, the evangelist, is prominently located at the
end of this side aisle.

2; St. Luke is called by St. Paul "our most dear physician",

a description that the vocabulary of the third Gospel and
of Acts seems to justify. Luke's medical terms, however,
may have been those familiar to any educated man of the
period. Paul also calls Luke a fellow worker in the book
of Philomon. Luke is Paul's only companion shortly before
the Apostle's death.

Early Christian tradition identifies him as the author of the
third Gospel and the Acts. Luke was a Greek-speaking convert
of pagan origin. He was not an eyewitness of what he wrote.
From the Acts of the Apostles, we may conclude that he met
St. Paul at Troas, rejoined him at Philippi some years later,
accompanied him to Jerusalem, remained with him during his
imprisonment in Caesarea in Palestine, and went to Rome.

According to the anti-Marcionite prologue, Luke never married
and lived to the age of 84, After his death in Achaia, his
bones were transferred to Constantinople. His feast is cele-
brated October 18,

In Christian iconography, St. Luke, portrayed either as a

man, a writer or am ox, appears frequently on various sacred
artifacts. The symbol of an ox, most frequently used for Luke,
may have been applied to him because of his calm and strength,
or because his Gospel begins and ends in the Temple.

THE CHURCH AS THE ARK OF SALVATION

C. FONT FOR BAPTISM

L.

This is a receptacle for water placed upon a stand and is used
for Baptism of candidates for entrance into the Church as a
community.

It is located in a place called the Baptistry. Originally,
the baptistry was a separate building to allow for the
shallow pool in which candidates were immersed. The present
custom is to locate the font near the sanctuary, or use a
portable font, so that all may see and take part more easily
during the celebration of the word of God and the Eucharist.



D. HOLY WATER FONTS

Ls

2.

These are placed near each of the doors of the building.

Upon entering the building, the Catholic is reminded of

the commitment made at his or her baptism by dipping the
fingers of the right hand into the water, tracing the sign
of the cross upon the body, and saying "In the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit" (Matt.28:19).

THE CHURCH AS A BEACON TO THE WORLD

E, THE PASCHAL CANDLE

1.

Before dawn on Easter Sunday, the paschal candle is lit to
celebrate Christ's risen life. After Pentecost, it is
placed at the baptismal font. From it, the candles of the
newly baptized are lit, showing their entrance into the
mystery of new life in Christ.

The paschal candle is also used at funerals, as a sign that
the Christian has come to "pass-over" with Christ, from death
to life, from Egypt to the promised land.



THE CHURCH AS A CHOSEN VESSEL

THE SERVER'S SACRISTY

Like so many other places within the Church, the sacristy draws its
name from the Latin word for "holy". It is an ante~chamber to the
sanctuary, where the vessels are kept, and the ministers of the altar
vest themselves and prepare for the celebration of the Sacraments and
other rites of the Church.

A.

The Chalice

Since the chalice is to hold the blood of Christ, it is made of a
non-absorbent material, and may be large enough to allow the faith-
ful to receive from it.

The Paten

The paten takes its name from the Latin word for "platter'. It
should be of sufficient size for many of the faithful to receive,
directly from the paten, the small sizes of unleavened bread now
used at Mass.

The Pyx

The word is taken from the Greek for "box". This vessel is used to
contain the Blessed Sacrament when bringing it to the sick.

The Monstrance

From the Latin phrase for "to show", the ornate monstrance is large
enough to be carried in procession or to display the large consecrated
host.

The Lunette

Made to fit within the monstrance and actually contain the Blessed
Sacrament, this vessel takes its name from the roundness of the host
that necessitated a moon-shaped container.

Cruets, Dish and Towel

These vessels are required for the family meal that renews the covenant
between God and His people. Cruets hold the water and wine, a dish and
towel are used for ceremonial washing of hands.

Bread, Wine

The food and drink that Catholics believe become the bread of life and
the cup of salvation. Apart from the significance they will have once
they are changed into the Body and Blood of Christ, they signify what
the Church is, a unity composed of many members.

Incense Bearer or Thurible

Burning incense reminds Christians of spending their lives for God.
"We are the incense of Christ for God's sake" 2 Corinthians 2:14-15



THE CHURCH AS THE ANTE-CHAMBER TO HEAVEN

THE PRIEST'S SACRISTY (VESTING AREA)

It is an ante-chamber to the sanctuary; a place of preparation, prayer.
Also contains vestment cases, cabinets for vessels, and even a sink for
the washing of linens used at Mass, itself called a "sacrarium",a holy
place.

THE CHURCH AS THE BRIDE ADORNED FOR HER HUSBAND (REV. 21:2)

In every person's life, there are moments when clothing adds a special
touch to times and occasions of greater importance. The vestments worn
during public worship serve as a sign of the individual Christian as one
who must "put on the Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 13:14)

A. The Amice - This rectangular piece of linen, with two strings
attached, symbolizes "the helmet of salvation”" (Ephesians 6:17),
It is no longer in use in this Diocese, though it 1s still used in
Europe and parts of the United States.

B. The Alb - 1long and white. The name "alb" is from the Latin word
for "white". The book of Revelation depicts Christ, our high priest,
as wearing "an ankle-length robe'" (1:13), and Luke 9:29 describes
his clothes as becoming 'dazzlingly white”.

C. The Cincture =~ This simple cord serves the purpose of a belt.
Its use as a restraint gave rise to its interpretation as the "girdle
of chastity". It is no longer in use in this Diocese, though it is
still used in Europe and parts of the United States.

D. The Stole - A long, narrow scarf, given the misnomer of "stola"
meaning "robe", it serves to recall the "robe of immortality" lost
by Adam's sin.

E. The Chasuble - The ample measurements of this long cloak covering
the body, gave the chasuble its name, for "casula" in Latin means
"little house". Its color reflects the season of the Church year.

F. The Surplice - A shortened form of the Alb, its name denotes its
origin, from "super pellicem" (literally "over the skin").

G. The Cope - Like the surplice, it is worn to add a degree of
solemnity and today its usage is somewhat confined to processions
and to Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, a service of adoration
of the Holy Eucharist.



THE CHURCH AS THE HOLY CITY

THE SANCTUARY

A holy place where the public worship of the Church is centered. The
term "sanctuary" indicates the sacredness of the space within.

THE CHURCH AS THE TEMPLE OF WORSHIP
A, The Altar - Altar Stone, Altar Cloths, Candles, Cross

1. The altar represents Christ. The Church has always viewed
the altar as the true cornerstone of its houses of prayer.

THE CHURCH AS GOD'S FAMILY - CHRIST'S MYSTICAL BODY

2. The altar is also our "family table", the table of the Lord,
the table used for the Lord's Supper. The individual Christian
Jjoins in the sacrifice of Christ by sharing in the body and
blood of Christ. The Holy Eucharist, or Mass, is truly a meal
of the household of faith.

3. Altar Stone - The book of Revelation depicted the martyrs as
being "under the altar" (6:9). Accordingly, their remains
are placed under or near the altar.

A relic of St. Luke, sealed in a stone, is placed within the
altar, reminding each member of the Church that he is to
share in the Lord's sacrifice.

4, Altar Cloth - As befits a meal, the altar is covered with a
linen cloth, portraying Christ as victorious over death
and robbed with majesty.

5 Altar Candles - Candles are always used at Mass, and together
with the Cross symbolize the unity between the death and the
resurrection of Jesus. The candlesticks and sanctuary lamp
are European made.

B. Celebrant's Chair - This 1s used by the priest who presides over
the Holy Eucharist, and who, with the faithful in the seats provided

for them, symbolizes the unity of the Church as the mystical body of
Christ,

THE CHURCH AS GOD'S DWELLING PLACE WITH MEN

(61 Tabernacle - For historical reasons, in this Church, it remains
at what had been the main altar before use of the present altar.
Here the Eucharistic food is kept, primarily for the sick, so
they can also share in the family meal of Christians. It also
becomes a symbol of Heaven, our true home, and the Church as a
"dwelling place of God among men" (Revelation 21:3).



D.

Sanctuary Lamp - A gift of the St. Luke school children.

As a mark of honor to the Divine Presence, present in the Holy
Eucharist, a lamp is found burning before the tabernacle.

THE CHURCH AS THE ANOINTED OF THE LORD

E.

Ambry - Contains three holy oils, in vessels known as "oil stocks".
Catholic Christians are anointed, at various points of their lives,
with oils that show they are a prophetic, priestly and kingly people.

Lectern and Gospel Book - From here "we preach Christ crucified"
(1 Corinthians 1:23). The word of God and the Eucharist form the
two principal parts of the celebration of the Lord's supper. The
Church becomes, in a sense, the school of the Gospel. Christ is
present when His own words are proclaimed. The word of God is of
great importance to Catholics. It is considered food for the mind
as it says of itself "not on bread alone does man live"
(Deuteronomy 8:3).

Communion Rail ~ The custom, years ago, was for the faithful to
kneel here as they partook of the Sacrament. However, the current
practice is to stand for reception of the Eucharist. The rail has
been removed in many churches. Now use is made of certain desig-
nated areas, or communion stations, where the faithful may come to
recelve the Lord and the priest is often assisted by lay ministers
of the Eucharist. Although the rail remains in this Church because
of its historical use, never was its purpose to separate the sanc-
tuary from the rest of the Church, but to be an extension of the
altar.



THE CHURCH AS THE ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST-BORN ENROLLED IN HEAVEN

SOUTH SIDE ENTRANCE

Images of Saints - To further serve as a reminder that members
of the Church, despite their sinfulness, are "fellow citizens of
the saints" (Ephesians 2:19), the Church has fostered devotion to
the memory of those holy men and women who lived Christ-like lives
by placing statues or pictures of them in her houses of prayer.
These promote development of our private prayer lives, whereas

the main altar is the center of our public, community prayer life.
The community of believers, no less than citizens of a country,
memorializes those who led them. Similarly, every home contains
pictures to remember those who are distant or who have died. We
would not discard them. Statues, however, do more than recall the
earthly lives of persons represented; they recall the fact of
eternal reward bestowed them for their faithfulness to Christ,

and heaven as the goal of each member of the Church.

Lo This particular area of the Church has four shrines in honor
of our Lord Jesus Christ and Mary, the Mother of our Lord.

A. The Blessed Virgin Shrine (old side altar)
B. Statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

C. Our Lady of Perpetual Help Shrine

D. Statue of the Pieta

2, Throughout the Church are examples of now priceless European
artistry which can no longer be duplicated. The old altars,
candlesticks, sanctuary lamp, upper stained glass windows,
statues-~-all these are prime examples. At Christmas, a rare
European-made crib set is displayed.



SOUTH SIDE AISLE

Here we consider Church music, decorations, flowers, paintings, carvings

and stained glass.

The proper function of the art is to present the vast

greatness of the Church's teachings and to 1lift our hearts to things of
heaven.

A.

A view of loft for organ and choir

L

St. Luke's Parish organ - 15 ranks - was built by the Kilgen
Organ Co. of St. Louis,Rebuilding started in 1985 by The
Wicks Organ Co. of Highland, IL.

Presently the main function of the choir, located in the
loft, is to lead the people, and to sing portions reserved
to them, to which the people may listen.

A view of the choir loft window

1.

Side

This large stained glass window shows St. Luke and contains
the coats-of-arms of the Pope, Bishop and Dioccese as they
were In 1937, It is American made by Jacoby Art Glass Co.
of St. Louis, MO.

Aisle, Windows, Lower South Side
Rear to front: St. Bridget, St. Patrick, St. Francis Xavier,

St. Elizabeth, St. Augustine, St. Monica, St. Matthew,
St. Mark, St. Luke, St. John.

A view of the north clerestory windows

1. Depicting the mysteries of the Rosary, as on the South upper
windows.
Other Parish Builldings - The cloister way between the Church

and Rectory was built at the same time as the Church.

1.

The adjoining rectory was carried out in the same style of
architecture as the Church. This helps to weld the complex

of buildings into one and aids in the beauty of the appearance
of the structures. The rectory was completed and formally
opened in March, 1929.

The parish's "Kaiser Center” building (formerly convent) is
located across from the Church on the northeast corner of the
Church St. and C Street intersection.

The parish hall is on the southeast corner of the intersection.
Numerous social, religious and educational activities are
conducted in these two buildings.

Children of the parish attend St. Augustine's School in Belle-
ville or the parish school of religion. High school students
may attend Althoff High School.



CONCLUSION

This, then, is a brief survey of the Church and its furnishings - the house
where the local Catholic Church gathers for worship.

The essential work of the Church is one of mission, of reaching out to the
world. Her doors also open outward -- for service and for bringing to all
people the redemptive love of Christ celebrated in her sacred liturgy, but
intended to be lived out in the daily lives of her members., "Not to be served,
but to serve" (Mark 10:45)






