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Book Club Offers Enlightening Discussion 
and Love of Reading

For more than 15 years, a shared love 
of reading has brought parishioners 

together at St. Luke — but the friendships 
and fellowship that have grown through 
the Book Club extend well beyond the 
pages of any one book.

Sister Grace Marie Mueller started the 
group as a way to bring people together 
to read, exchange ideas, and enjoy 
meaningful conversation. When Sr. Grace 
retired at age 90, Susan Evers and Mary 
Regan took over leadership of the Book 
Club. They have now been coordinating 
the group for about a decade.

“We begin and end our meetings with 
prayer,” Susan says. “Mary and I will bring 
different prayers according to the theme of the night.”

Today, the Book Club has about 13 members and is 
open to both men and women. Over the years, the group 
has included people of different ages and from several 
area parishes, including Cathedral Parish and St. John the 
Baptist - Smithton. A member of a local Lutheran church 
also participated in the past.

The group meets every other 
month on the second Tuesday 
evening, with meetings currently 
taking place during odd-numbered 
months. Members gather for about 
an hour to discuss the selected book 
and hear one another’s perspectives.

Their selections cover plenty of 
ground, ranging from biographies of 
saints and papal encyclicals to fiction 
and nonfiction. One recent selection 
was Remarkably Bright Creatures. 
Susan or Mary typically begin the 
discussion by inviting each person to 
share what they liked, didn’t like, or 
simply found interesting about the 

book before moving into more specific questions.
“You get to share your love of reading,” Susan says. “I 

love to read, so for me, this is really wonderful. It’s exposed 
me to books that I wouldn’t necessarily read. I tend to read 
a lot of mysteries and historical fiction, but this kind of 
forces me into some other kinds of books. That’s been good 
as well.”

The Book Club meets every other month, on the 
evening of the second Tuesday, currently during odd-

numbered months. Meetings last about an hour.
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Of the Three Ts of stewardship — Time, Talent, and 
Treasure — treasure is often the most personal. 

Decisions about money affect nearly every aspect of 
our lives, and conversations about financial giving can 
sometimes make us uncomfortable.

Yet Jesus spoke often about money and 
possessions because He understood an important 
spiritual truth: what we do with our treasure reveals 
something about our priorities. As He reminds us in the 
Gospel, “For where your treasure is, there also will your 
heart be” (Mt 6:21).

Every day, we make decisions about how to use the 
financial resources entrusted to us. Stewardship invites 
us to approach those decisions prayerfully, recognizing 
that everything we have ultimately comes from God 
and is entrusted to our care.

The stewardship of treasure is not simply about 
money. It is about discipleship. Just as we are called to 
return our time to God through prayer and our talents 
through ministry and service, we are also called to 
return a portion of our treasure in gratitude for the 
many blessings we have received.

Sacred Scripture teaches us to honor God with our 
first fruits. “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with first 
fruits of all your produce” (Prv 3:9). Stewardship reminds 
us that we are not called to give God our leftovers. 
Rather, we strive to place Him first by returning to Him a 
portion of what He has entrusted to us.

For many people, this can be challenging. Financial 

responsibilities are real, and many families carefully 
balance competing demands on their resources. Yet 
stewardship asks us to view giving through the lens of 
faith rather than fear. It invites us to trust that God, 
who has blessed us in countless ways, will continue to 
provide for our needs.

Before we give materially, we are first called to 
listen spiritually. Prayerful giving moves us beyond 
habit or obligation and into a deeper relationship 
of trust with God. We encourage you to pray before 
determining your level of giving and to consider what 
God may be asking of you in response to the blessings 
you have received.

The biblical practice of tithing has long served 
as a guide for Christian stewardship. A tithe is 
traditionally understood as returning 10 percent of 
one’s income to God. Many stewardship parishes 
encourage households to work toward this scriptural 
goal over time, often allocating five percent to the 
parish offertory, one percent to the diocese, and four 
percent to other charitable causes. For most families, 
this is a journey of growth rather than an immediate 
destination.

Stewardship of treasure is ultimately an expression 
of gratitude and trust. When we place God first in our 
finances, we acknowledge that everything we have 
comes from Him and that He remains faithful to His 
promises. In doing so, we grow as disciples and help 
support the mission of the Church.

The Stewardship of Treasure:

Giving to God First
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A Letter From Our Pastor

Family and Prayer Life

In response to the parish survey, I thank all 
of you who took part in this informative, 

educational, and forward-looking survey 
intended to improve, grow, and renew the 
parish life of St. Teresa and St. Luke.

The survey revealed that 78 percent of 
the respondents — married couples and 
those with children — do not pray together 
as a family at home. In the same survey, 
respondents asked their pastor how to 
develop a culture of family prayer.

I remember how my prayer life was 
formed. Even now, as a priest, after 
completing seminary formation and 
learning many ways of prayer, I still return 
to the formative prayer life of my humble family. I still 
remember vividly how, as a child, my father would be 
on his knees praying the rosary or seated in his chair 
reading and opening the Scriptures to us; how my 
mother prayed by reaching out to the needy, whom 
she invited into our humble home to share a meal with 
us; and how my grandmother would be busy cooking 
and tilling the land or on the way to the market, all 
while whispering prayers. Prayer was more than what 
they did; it became their life.

I am amazed that I still find comfort in these simple 
prayers that my parents and grandparents planted 
in my heart when I was a little boy. When they first 
planted the seed of prayer, I rebelled and didn’t want 
to practice their prayerful life, but they didn’t give up 
on my siblings and me. My parents’ wisdom, and that 
of many parents, is that we are responsible for forming 
our children mentally, physically, emotionally, and 
spiritually, without neglecting any of these essential 
components of healthy formation at a young age. Part 
of being a parent is to form our young ones in the 
ways of God. Failure to lead our children to the way of 
prayer is to deny them the opportunity to grow in the 
knowledge and love of God, to whom they first belong, 
from whom they come, and to whom they return.

Mother Church is wise to call the family the 
domestic church. Prayer must find a home in our 
hearts before it is shared outwardly as the perfect 
labor of love. All the families of God are connected 

through the bond of prayer that makes us 
one.

Jesus taught His disciples to pray. The 
disciples could have asked for anything else, 
but they realized the greatest inheritance 
they wanted from the Lord was to learn and 
know how to be like Him in all things: to 
pray. In response to this request, the Lord 
gave them and us, as believers, the perfect 
prayer, the “Our Father.”

Prayer, like the word of God, is a “seed” 
that must be planted in our hearts while we 
are still growing within a family that prays 
together. The seed of prayer planted in our 
hearts by our parents, grandparents, and 

loved ones continues to grow as we live and practice 
our faith in communion with the family of the whole 
Church, so that we may bear fruits of love, joy, peace, 
kindness, and patient endurance — the fruits that 
remain.

What I inherit from my parents, and what I cherish 
most, is the prayer they practiced.

Family makes saints. Saints Louis and Zélie Martin 
lived a holy life that led their five daughters to become 
religious sisters, with Thérèse of Lisieux becoming an 
influential saint in the Church. St. Monica is well known 
for praying constantly for the conversion of her son, 
St. Augustine. St. Thomas More, despite being very 
busy in his work as a lawyer and government official, 
brought holiness to his family’s life. St. John Paul II, in 
Gratissimam Sane (Letter to Families), invited families 
to pray together, reminding them that praying together 
is a source of strength and unity. In Amoris Laetitia, 
Pope Francis spoke of the spirituality of marriage and 
the family, saying that a family that prays together is 
anchored in God’s grace. We are made for prayer and 
from prayer we emerge, from prayer we remain, and 
from prayer we must return.

In Christ,

Fr. Joseph Oganda, Pastor

My Dear Sisters and Brothers,
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Basic Questions About Our Stewardship Renewal
What is a Stewardship Renewal?
This isn’t a parish fundraiser – far from it. Our annual 
Stewardship Renewal is the time when we ask each 
other to re-prioritize the way we use God’s gifts in 
the Church. It is the time we write down how we will 
support St. Teresa and St. Luke. 

Why should I fill out a commitment card?
Your Commitment Card allows you to make 
commitments to prayer, parish ministries, and 
offertory giving, or what we at St. Teresa and St. Luke 
call “time, talent, and treasure.” There’s a twofold 
reason to complete your card. First, it is an excellent 
opportunity to move forward spiritually and personally. 
Second, when you fill out a card, our parish is much 
better able to manage our many volunteers and make 
budgeting decisions.

How many parish ministries are there at St. Teresa 
and St. Luke?
“Ministry” is a general term for any parish group, 
organization, or regular activity. There are dozens of 
ministries in our parish. You can sign up for certain 
ministries, or re-commit yourself if you’re already 
involved.

What if I sign up for a ministry, but later find I’m not 
very interested?
You are not making a solemn promise to participate 
in a particular ministry when you mark it on your 
commitment card. If you find that the parish group is 
different than you thought, or simply that their meeting 
time doesn’t fit your schedule, you can change your 
mind. There are plenty of other ministries to consider.

I’m hesitant to make a firm financial pledge. What if I 
lose my job?
Your commitment card isn’t a legal contract. If 
your circumstances change, your gift will change. 
In Scripture, we are asked to “give according to our 
means.” So, if you lose your job, you may be unable 
to give at the level you pledged. Likewise, if you get a 
promotion, you may be able to give more. That is why 
at St. Teresa and St. Luke, our standard of giving is 
based upon a percentage of income.

What happens if I don’t fill out a commitment card?
Returning a card is an important part of being an active 
member of St. Teresa and St. Luke. If for some reason 
you lose your card, we’ll send you a reminder letter 
with an extra commitment card. Please make every 
effort to return it!

2026 COMMITMENT CARD
My Offering of Time, Talent & Treasure

Clearly write the first name of family member on the line.

After completion, please bring this card to Mass on

November 7 or 8 or mail using the envelope provided.

Thank you and God bless you!

Parish Life
 Help Me 727

 Interfaith Food Pantry

 Luke 18 Retreats

 Quilters 

 Summer Sack Lunch

 Young Adults 

 Youth Group

St. Luke
Parish Life

 Bingo 

 Book Club 

 Buildings and Grounds

 Church Decorations

 Finance Council

 Funeral Luncheon

 Ladies Sodality

 Men’s Club 

 Pastoral Council 

 Prayer Shawl 

 Soup Kitchen

 St. Vincent dePaul Society 

St. Teresa
Formation

 Cursillo

 Lay Presiders 

Parish Life
 Bingo 

 Blood Drives 

 Boy Scouts 

Parish Life (continued)

 Buildings and Grounds 

 Church Decorations 

 Community Garden 

 Finance Council 

 Funeral Luncheon 

 Girl Scouts 

 Ladies of Perpetual Help

 Legion of Mary

 Men’s Club 

 Ministry of Presence 

 Parish Picnic 

 Pastoral Council 

 Perpetual Adoration

 Right to Life Ministries

  St. Teresa Athletic Group (STAG)

 St. Vincent dePaul Society 

 Young at Heart

SCHOOL
  Advisory Board 

 Annual Fund

 Athletic Association

  Parent Teacher Organization 

 School Endowment 

    St. Teresa Catholic School

    Tuition Assistance

continued on next panel

Talent (continued)

Mailing Address

City   State  ZIP

First & Last Name

Phone

Email

Spouse: First & Last Name

Spouse: Phone

Spouse: Email

ST. LUKE & ST. TERESA

Welcoming All as ChristTalent (continued)

= Currently Involved  = Interested in Joining
Clearly write the first name of family member on the line.
= Currently Involved  = Interested in Joining

St. Luke & St. Teresa 

1201 Lebanon Ave | Belleville, IL 62221
618-233-3500

www.stlukebelleville.org | www.stteresabelleville.org
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Basic Questions About Our Stewardship Renewal

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME

Our definition of Stewardship of Time: Using my time 
on earth wisely; making time for personal prayer, family 
prayer, and quality time with friends and loved ones.

The bottom line about prayer: Without prayer, we 
cannot thrive spiritually. As Catholic Christians, it is 
a necessity to spend time each day speaking to God. 
This includes reading Scripture and saying prayers 
such as the Our Father and Hail Mary, but even 
more importantly, it should include a heart-to-heart 
conversation with Jesus. He wants us to bring him all 
our fears, longings, needs, and desires.

What kind of Time commitments should I make? Your 
commitment card lists several suggestions for how to 
spend time with God in prayer. Review your current 
prayer life and take a step forward. For instance, start 
having daily prayers with your children or spouse. 
Commit to praying the rosary on the way to work or 
reading scripture before bed each night. 

STEWARDSHIP OF TALENT

Our definition of Stewardship of Talent: Using my God-
given abilities to strengthen the Church and help others, 
especially through parish ministries and activities.

The bottom line about parish ministry: No Catholic 
Christian exists in a vacuum.  Scripture makes it 
clear that we must function within the wider faith 
community, putting our gifts in the service of others. 
It’s not enough to go to Sunday Mass; we need to be 
involved in parish life and ministry.

What kind of Talent commitments 
should I make? If you’re not involved in anything in 
our parish, now is the perfect opportunity to take a 
step forward. Check out our commitment card for a 
list of ministries. If you’re already involved, re-commit 
yourself to the important work you do. And if you feel 
God is calling you forward – sign up for something new!

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Our definition of Stewardship of Treasure: The wise 
and just management of my financial resources; giving 
a proportionate amount of my income to the parish.  

The bottom line about financial support: We need to 
take seriously the Biblical concept of the tithe, and 
start giving based on a percentage of income. It’s our 
responsibility to support the Church with our personal 
involvement and our financial support.

What kind of Treasure commitments should I make? 
Our goal at St. Teresa and St. Luke is to give five 
percent of income to the offertory. Grab a calculator 
and figure out your target gift based on your total 
household income. Then make a plan for increasing 
your gift incrementally to reach five percent. During 
our Stewardship Renewal, choose a weekly or monthly 
gift to the parish, and be faithful to it for the next year.

TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE

Please bring your Commitment Card to Mass 
on Commitment Weekend, November 7-8. 
How will you use your time, talent, and 

treasure in our parish?

2026 STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL

Welcoming All as Christ

St. Luke and St. Teresa



6

St. Luke  |  St. Teresa

Join Us for the Polka Mass and German Feast
Oct. 3 Event Celebrates Community and Those Who Built Our Parish

Over the last year, we have taken time to celebrate 
our parish’s history and the tradition of faith in 

our community. With a wide variety of events and 
special projects to commemorate the centennial, we 
have gathered as a community to remember what 
makes us special while honoring those who have laid 
the foundation of our parish community.

The next event in our year of centennial 
celebrations will take place on Saturday, Oct. 3, with 
the Polka Mass and German Feast. Celebrating our 
area’s rich German history, it’s a great opportunity to 
embrace some lively music and delicious food. 

The Polka Mass will begin at 5 p.m. — immediately 
following, the German Feast will begin in the school 
gym. This catered meal features German sausage, red 
cabbage, green beans, sauerkraut, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, and German spaetzle. Desserts will include 
Bavarian-style chunky applesauce, German apple 
cake, and German chocolate cake. 

Music and entertainment will be provided by Dave 
Hylla’s Good Times Band, which our parish community 
has enjoyed at a number of events over the years. We are 
very excited to welcome them back for this celebration. 

Steve Duff has been a part of the committee 
putting together the many different parts of our 
centennial celebration. 

“This is all about community,” he says. “It all takes an 
effort to build our community, and that is an important 
part of stewardship within the parish. We are all called 
to take part in that. Having this Polka Mass and the 
dinner makes our community extra special. We are 
looking forward to having everyone come together for 
this fun event.”

“This centennial event comes around once,” Steve says. 
“We are doing everything we can to make this a special 
year in our parish’s history! We invite all parishioners to 
join us for this next event in our celebration!” 

Advance Reservations will be $25 per person for 
the dinner and should be purchased through the parish 
office.  Tickets for just the Dance portion of the evening 
will be available for $10 at the door on the night of the 
event.

As our year of celebration winds to an end, continue 
to watch for and participate in the events leading up to 
our closing ceremonies, which take place in January. We 
are so blessed by our community, and we are glad to 
have these times to come together as a parish!

Be sure to join us on Saturday, Oct. 3 for this 
fantastic community celebration! 

“It all takes an effort to build our community, and that is an important part of 
stewardship within the parish. We are all called to take part in that. Having this 
Polka Mass and the dinner makes our community extra special. We are looking 

forward to having everyone come together for this fun event.” — Steve Duff
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Perpetual Adoration
A Place to Truly Share Closeness and Peace with Our Lord

Eucharistic Adoration is an intimate way to pray. The 
Real Presence of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament 

helps us focus and be present with Christ as He is 
present to us. St. Teresa’s Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
blesses us with the Presence of Jesus every hour 
of the day and night. Thanks to the dedication of 
committed adorers, everyone is able to enjoy being 
present with Jesus. 

Mary Ellen Herrmann serves as coordinator and 
facilitates those who sign up to adore, alongside 
Bradley Dunn and the three other division 
coordinators who oversee different time blocks. 
When Bradley Dunn started Perpetual Adoration 
about 26 years ago, Mary Ellen worked alongside him 
to help get it started. 

“We have adorers who have been with us from 
the beginning,” Mary Ellen says. “It’s just a place of 
peace and quiet between you and the Lord. He is 
allowing you to be who you are and you allowing Him 
to be who He is.”

In the small chapel, the Eucharist is beautifully 
exposed for adorers to contemplate. It’s a place for 
quiet, personal prayer, and the adorers present don’t 
talk with one another but maintain the peaceful 
atmosphere. The chapel has a library with spiritual 
reading and rosaries for anyone to use. “Be still and 
know that I am God” is the guiding principle for the 
chapel. 

The Perpetual Adoration Chapel is an apostolate 
of the Third Order Franciscans. Parishioners can sign 
up for a regular weekly hour to adore, or they can 
simply stop by. The chapel is locked for security but 
can be accessed at any hour with a key code. Mary 
Ellen can provide the code to anyone who doesn’t 
know it, and her phone number is posted beside the 
keypad. When she receives a call requesting the code, 
she asks a few simple questions just to ensure that 
everyone entering has come to pray. 

The schedule is filled by 113 regular adorers, while 
another 11 serve as substitutes. More volunteers are 
always welcome and needed to cover the schedule. 
Mary Jo Huettner is the morning division coordinator 
for those scheduled from 6 a.m. until noon. Pat Werner 
is the afternoon division coordinator for adorers 
scheduled from noon until 6 p.m. Diane Crawford 

is the evening division coordinator from 6 p.m. until 
midnight, and Mary Ellen takes care of the midnight 
division until 6 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to stop in and pray any time. 
Stay for an hour or five minutes. The more time you 
spend in the presence of Jesus, the more He will 
transform your heart. Spending time in silence may 
be intimidating at first, but start small and meet Jesus 
where you are. 

“In the closeness and quiet before the Lord, allow 
Him to minister to your heart and spirit,” Mary Ellen 
says. “Take all of your sufferings and blessings, pray 
to Him, and allow Him to work in your life.”

To sign up for a regular hour or for the key code to 
access the chapel, contact Mary Ellen Herrmann at 

618-234-4945.
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Book Club  continued from front cover

Just as important as discovering new books, Susan says, are 
the relationships that have developed through the years. Some 
members meet for dinner before the Book Club gathering or head 
out for ice cream afterward.

“You just get to know these people,” Susan says. “We see each 
other in other places, and there’s that immediate connection.”

While the group isn’t actively seeking new members, Susan 
says anyone interested would be welcome. And if enough people 
become interested, there may eventually be an opportunity to 
begin another group.

For Susan, however, the Book Club’s greatest value remains 
simple — good books provide a reason to gather, while the 
conversations and friendships keep members coming back.

For more information, contact the parish office at 618-233-3500.

“You just get to know these people. We see 
each other in other places, and there’s that 

immediate connection.” — Susan Evers
Over the years, Book Club members have formed lasting 

friendships while discovering new books and sharing 
thoughtful conversations.

https://www.stlukebelleville.org/
https://www.stteresabelleville.org/

